
Slow down. Yield to Animals. Share the Road. 
Cows, sheep, and horses don't understand cars or bikes. They have the right of way on all roads, 

so whether you are in a car, on your bike or on foot, give animals the right of way.

Tractors and other farm equipment do not stop or maneuver like cars.
Give them time, lots of space and be patient.  

No matter the mode of transportation, we are all responsible for knowing and following the rules of the road.
For more information on the rules visit https://www.bicyclecolorado.org/ride-colorado/rules-of-the-road/

Enjoy a different kind of traffic jam!

Rules of the Road

Fence Out Laws Livestock Guardian Dogs

Mind the Gate
Leave all gates as you find them. 

If it’s open, leave it open.  
If it's closed, leave it closed.

Do not trespass. Always ask permission first 
and adhere to the landowner’s directions. 

If you don't know, don't go!

Respect Private Property

Colorado is a “fence out” state. 
 Talk to your neighbors and understand

who is responsible for maintaining fences. 

Respect the Rural
What to know when living in or visiting Routt County

Community is what makes Routt County a special place to live, visit, and recreate. 
Whether you've lived here for generations or just moved in, talk with your neighbors. 

Get to know them and share your contact information. You never know when you might need hand. 

Be a Good Neighbor &Connect with the Community

Do not walk, ride or drive into animal herds. 
Stay calm, give livestock guardian dogs plenty

of space, and keep your dogs on leash. 

For additional resources and more information on
how to Respect the Rural, scan the QR code.

routt.extension.colostate.edu/agriculture/rural-living/ communityagalliance.org/resources-community-connections/
Resources & Community ConnectionsRoutt Guide to Rural Living

https://www.bicyclecolorado.org/ride-colorado/rules-of-the-road/
https://routt.extension.colostate.edu/agriculture/rural-living/
https://communityagalliance.org/resources-community-connections/


Be A Land Steward

Protect rural skies, wildlife, and your neighbors from outdoor lighting by using down-cast lighting outside
your home. Consider using motion-sensing lighting on outbuildings and only using lighting when you’re

outside and need it.  Limit holiday lights hours and don’t utilize year-round.

Don't Be Afraid of the Dark

Noxious weeds displace plants and pollinators. Take the time to learn how to identify the 
invasive plants that don’t belong on your property and how to control them - it’s the law.  

Learn more at co.routt.co.us/216/Weed-Program

Land ownership comes with the responsibility of managing wildfire risk. Take the time to understand
your risks, increase the quality of defensible space around your home, and reduce the ignitability of the
structures on your property. These steps can reduce the potential impacts of wildfire on your property. 

 Break continuity of fuels around your home and outbuildings by mowing grasses and 
removing low tree limbs. Consider fire-resistant roofing and siding, and focus 

on lowering the flammability of the area nearest the home.

Learn more at routtwildfire.org

Protect Your Home & Property From Wildfire 

Routt County has a number of resources to assist you in learning how to best manage your land 
and work to improve it. Promote native plants and trees, manage grazing, and limit soil disturbance.

Water in the West

Contact the Colorado Division of Water Resources, Division 6 office and your Water Commissioner at 
dwr.colorado.gov/about-us/contact-us/division-6-steamboat-springs-contacts

Learn more and get involved in local water issues at yampawhitegreen.com

For interactive tools and maps related to watershed management, health, recreation, 
and agriculture, visit youryampariver.org

Recreational users can check current conditions and learn more about river access, safety, 
and respect at friendsoftheyampa.com/know-before-you-go-steamboat/

If you are an agricultural producer and are interested in developing a multi-beneficial project, 
contact Community Agriculture Alliance.

Resources for Water Users

The water that runs through the Yampa River basin is critically important to all facets of life in Routt County. 

First in Time, First in Right
Prior Appropriation is the water law of the West. 

To protect the appropriation, an adjudicated water
right is required. Senior rights always trump junior

rights when the river is low and there are
competing water demands.

If you own a water right, remember it is YOUR
responsibility to report annual usage to the 

CO Division of Water Resources.

Think holistically when making decisions about your
home, property, and interactions with river systems. 

The choices we make impact wildlife, trees and
plants that shade the river, regional agricultural
production, boaters and fisherman that enjoy a

flowing river for recreation, businesses that rely on
water for snow making or industrial use, and all of us

who drink, bathe, and live in the Yampa Valley. 

Support a Healthy River System

http://www.routtwildfire.org/
http://dwr.colorado.gov/about-us/contact-us/division-6-steamboat-springs-contacts
http://yampawhitegreen.com/
https://www.youryampariver.org/
http://friendsoftheyampa.com/know-before-you-go-steamboat/

